
PROVISION OF 
EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE RSK GROUP EXPERTS

MAY 2022



PROVISION OF EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES2



PROVISION OF EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES 3

RSK has more than 20 years’ experience of assisting clients at 
public inquiries and has staff able to provide expert witness 
evidence under robust questioning. We can aid clients when 
planning applications are disputed or during civil or criminal 
cases to help solve litigation issues. RSK’s wide-ranging 
expertise can help with straightforward or complex problems.

ADAS, an RSK company, is the UK’s largest provider of expert 
solutions on agricultural, rural and environmental issues.  
Our experts combine practical experience, scientific rigour 
and independence to provide comprehensive expert advice, 
to resolve disputes and to provide expert evidence for civil 
and criminal proceedings, tribunals and planning appeals.

CONTENTS

THE EXPERTISE AVAILABLE FROM RSK COVERS SEVERAL CATEGORIES:

4/ BUILDING MATERIALS, STRUCTURES, SERVICES AND CONTRACT ADVISORY SERVICES: 
Building material and structural failure disputes, damp and disrepair, cladding, services 
including mechanical and electrical (M&E) and litigation cases involving asbestos are areas 
where RSK staff have been able to offer expert witness evidence and contract advisory services.

10/ ECOLOGY AND RURAL SCIENCES: Our experts in agriculture, agronomy, arboriculture, 
soil and land drainage provide robust evidence for criminal prosecutions and defence. Our 
ecologists supply ecological data to inform land-use change, new infrastructure projects and 
large-scale planning applications.

16/  HEALTH AND SAFETY: RSK’s specialist health and safety experts provide support on general 
compliance matters, industrial safety (falls from height), industrial hygiene (e.g., asbestos, 
noise induced hearing loss), construction safety and fire.

19/ LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT, GEOTECHNICS AND ENGINEERING: 
RSK has assisted with dispute resolution cases relating to the liabilities associated with 
contaminated land. In addition, the company has provided geotechnical evidence concerning 
foundations, pipelines and other infrastructure, and specialist engineering expertise to help 
with flooding and sustainable drainage issues.

26/ PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA): Numerous clients have 
been helped to obtain planning consent on a wide range of contentious projects through 
expert witness services for rights of light, daylight and sunlight and  key EIA areas, including 
archaeology and cultural heritage, noise, ecology and landscape and visual impact.

38/   WASTE MANAGEMENT AND COMPLIANCE: RSK has been involved in several waste-related 
expert cases involving construction waste, industrial permitting, waste sites and a Crown Court 
case involving four operational waste processing sites.
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MATERIALS

Fergus is the Managing Director of RSK’s 
Middle East business operating in the Gulf 
region, including Iraq, mainly in the oil and gas 
sector. He previously held a similar position in 
the geosciences and materials and structures 
business units where he undertook consulting 
practice work. His principal career expertise lies in 
construction and highway materials and building 
and civil engineering technology, particularly 

concrete, bituminous materials, earthworks, 
pavements, coatings and protective treatment 
systems. Fergus has provided expert witness 
evidence for materials in the commercial and 
transport sectors, including those relating to a 
major leisure spa facility in the West Country, UK, 
a car park in a shopping centre in London, UK, and 
materials compliance for a large road interchange 
scheme in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.FERGUS COLLIE 

CEng, MIMMM, MHKIE, 
FICT, MCQI, FCS

THE EXPERTS
BUILDING MATERIALS, STRUCTURES, SERVICES 
AND CONTRACT ADVISORY SERVICES

DAVID CROFTS
MRSC, DIC, ARCS

David, Director of the materials team, specialises 
in on-site and laboratory investigations involving 
the chemistry of construction materials, polymers, 
paints, coatings and adhesives, and the failure or 
incompatibility of these materials in construction 

and general use. He has prepared expert reports 
on various matters and has participated in 
adjudication and mediation proceedings.

Ian is an Associate Director of the RSK materials 
and structures team and specialises in construction 
materials consultancy and defect investigations. 
His principal areas of expertise are building 
materials; stone and slate; investigating problems 
encountered using stone, concrete and aggregate 
materials; advising on appropriate selection and 
use of construction materials and of appropriate 
design and materials selection of background; and 
slip resistance and management of slip risk. 

Ian’s expert witness projects have included 
assessing unsuitable aggregate for concrete 
(reactive pyrrhotite); investigating the failure 
of roofing slates; staining and discoloration of 
basalt stone tiling; investigating the cause of slip 
accidents on tiled floors of pedestrian walkways in 
a multistorey car park; and failures of tiled and vinyl 
flooring on anhydrite screed in a prison building.

IAN BLANCHARD 
FGS, CGeol
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MATERIALS

Nick, a Director of RSK’s building sciences 
business unit, has extensive experience of expert 
witness duties, including in the High Court and 
in Ireland, during litigation relating to defects 
with roofing and cladding design, construction, 
materials and performance. He conducted a 
12-month investigation and gave expert witness 
evidence at a mediation hearing concerning a 
roofing defects claim of more than £4 million.

Nick has also been involved with several UK 
projects where his expert knowledge has been 
required to support and defend claims when the 
opening of building fabric has been required 
to determine faults and recommend remedial 
actions to determine the associated costs.

NICK SELVES 
BSc, MInstP, AIoR

Ian, a member of the Expert Witness Institute 
and a trained single joint expert, has many years 
of experience of construction materials. He has 
been instructed as an expert in civil and criminal 
cases, and has given oral evidence in court and 
equivalents on numerous occasions. As the expert 
acting for the consulting engineer in a three-way 
dispute over a cracked concrete factory floor, he 
took the lead in determining the cause of the 
cracking and participated in experts’ meetings 
to provide agreed guidance for the court. 
As a result, the matter was resolved through 
negotiation to the client’s satisfaction on the first 
day of the trial.

His expert witness experience includes a 
dispute relating to grout at a leisure facility; 
a proprietary insulated cladding renovation 
system; a concrete diaphragm wall issue; failure 
of new plasterwork in a Victorian terraced 
townhouse in Notting Hill, London, UK; and a 
public inquiry concerning the desired extension 
of a specialist sand pit in Essex, UK.

IAN SIMS 
BSc (Hons), PhD, CEng, 
FIMMM, CGeol, FGS, 
FRSA, MICT, MCQI, 
MEWI, MIoD
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BUILDING PATHOLOGY, DISREPAIRS AND DEFECTS

JONATHAN  
LI-PARRETT  
BSc (Hons) C.BuildE, 
MCIOB, MCABE

Jonathan is a Building Surveyor/Pathologist and 
Damp Consultant with 14 years’ experience of 
surveying buildings using various sophisticated 
pathological testing methods (for example, calcium 
carbide test, floor hygrometer test) to investigate 
failures to historic and modern constructed 
residential and commercial buildings, for 
dampness, mould, flood claims and construction 
disputes. He is often used as an expert witness in 

dampness and general disrepair matters in landlord 
and tenant disputes and is a damp consultant 
to loss adjusting and major insurance clients, 
principally dealing with major loss claims. Jonathan 
is also experienced in undertaking the project 
manager/contract administrator role for overseeing 
minor to major waterproofing and restoration 
projects (residential, commercial and educational) 
from conception through to completion.

ALAN JEFFERY 
BSc (Hons) MRICS

Alan is an experienced surveyor with over 25 years’ 
post-qualification experience, the majority of which 
has been spent working for large multidisciplinary 
organisations. He is experienced with the civil 
procedure rules and heads our expert witness and 
technical due diligence teams at Pellings (an RSK 
company). To further enhance his experience, Alan 
has completed the RICS expert witness training 
and has obtained the accompanying certificate. 
He has extensive experience in defect diagnosis 
and reporting. Alan has overseen numerous 

surveys, including damp penetration diagnosis, 
condition surveys, structural and fire safety 
surveys of cladding systems, internal fire door and 
compartmentation surveys. Alan currently oversees 
our team carrying out disrepair surveys on domestic 
properties on behalf of several solicitors and social 
housing landlords, as well as a regional team of 
surveyors undertaking insurance repair projects and 
defects diagnosis reports to primarily residential 
properties on behalf of an international firm of loss 
adjusters.

DAVID JAY 
BSc (Hons), FRICS

David is an Equity Director of CS2 (an RSK 
company) and has over 30 years’ experience 
within the commercial property industry. David’s 
experience majors in the provision of strategic 
dilapidations advice to a variety of clients across a 
full range of sectors and building types.

David is responsible for the preparation, 
management and negotiation of numerous 
dilapidations claims for landlords and tenants. 

Claims range from a few tens of thousands of 
pounds to £6.3 million. He acts as expert witness on 
various dilapidations-related disputes.

David acted as expert witness on the SWA 
Developments Ltd v Burke trial. In this case 
summary, the judge stated: “Overall, I should say I 
preferred the evidence of Mr Jay.”

JOHN  
ARTHURWORREY 
BSc, MRICS, MCIOB

John is both a Chartered Surveyor and Chartered 
Construction Manager, with over 30 years’ 
experience as a senior manager in both private 
and public sector construction at CS2 (an RSK 
company). John acts as contracts administrator for 
a variety of projects and is the lead officer at CS2 in 
all party-wall-related matters. He acts as an expert 
witness on a variety of complex latent defect and 

party wall disputes, as well as both contractor and 
professional consultant negligence.

John’s expert witness projects have included acting 
as expert witness regarding defective ironmongery 
at Queen Mary’s NHS Hospital where, following his 
report, the litigants were able to settle out of court 
to the overall benefit of all parties.

THE EXPERTS
BUILDING MATERIALS, STRUCTURES, SERVICES 
AND CONTRACT ADVISORY SERVICES
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ROGER BOOTH 
DMS, MRICS, MCIOB, 
MCMI, RMaPS

Roger is a Chartered Building Surveyor with 
extensive experience in diagnosing defects and 
refurbishing buildings ranging from large office 
blocks and health and education facilities to 
Victorian street properties and listed buildings. 
During 2012, Roger completed a RICS master’s 
degree-level course leading to a BTEC Advanced 
Professional award in expert witness evidence.

Roger is familiar with the civil procedure rules and 
has acted as the client’s own expert and as a single 
joint expert on several disrepair cases, disputes 
around leasehold charges and a case involving 
health and safety issues with construction work on 
the Thameslink project for Railtrack.

TONY RELLIS  
BSc (Hons), CSTDB, 
DipSurv, MRICS 
BDMA Tech (Ins)

With valuable experience in the construction and 
insurance industry, Tony has provided insurers and 
courts with CPR Part 35 compliant expert witness 
reports since 2008. He is experienced in the 
residential and commercial sectors.

Tony has attended tribunals for a variety of expert 
witness instructions, ranging from neighbourly 
matters in relation to the Party Wall etc. Act 1996 

to poor workmanship, defect diagnostics and 
construction defects.

Tony’s litigation and expert witness work ranges in 
value from £10,000 to £500,000 and he is capable 
of acting as single joint expert or on individual 
appointments.

DR PAUL CROWE 
DBENV, FHEA, MRICS  

Paul is a Board Director of CS2 (an RSK company) 
and has been in practice since 1999 and a member 
of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
since 2008, with expertise in cost consultancy. 
Paul started work as a surveyor for a residential 
developer in the late nineties and moved into 
professional practice in 2003. During this time, he 
has prepared reinstatement cost assessments and 
ascertains costs associated with the redevelopment 
of land and properties as part of his core activities.

Paul also manages construction contracts (JCT 
and NEC) during his daily activities and taught 
master’s degree Level 7 Construction Law at the 
University of Salford from 2011 until 2020. Paul 
acted on a joint instruction in Stoke relating to cost 
of reinstatement and redevelopment of land, where 
the parties agreed with his opinions and settled the 
matters out of court.

Emily has many years of experience as a civil and 
structural engineer, and is a chartered member 
of both the Institution of Civil Engineers and The 
Institution of Structural Engineers. She is also an 
SER certifier (Scotland). She is experienced as a 
project director and lead designer on complex 
and multidisciplinary buildings projects covering 
the commercial, industrial, rail, education 
healthcare and residential sectors. 

Emily has experience throughout the UK and 
worldwide, including in Saudi Arabia, Europe, 

Russia and the USA. She is experienced in 
providing specialist advice and partnering with 
local engineers who can provide in-country local 
knowledge and approvals.

Emily has experience of writing independent 
and expert reports for use in claims and court 
proceedings. She is experienced in structural 
surveys, monitoring of building structures and 
defect investigation. Emily has undertaken projects 
to analyse the structural capacity of complex 
historic structures. 

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

EMILY  
CRUICKSHANKS  
MEng (Hons), CEng, 
MICE, MIStructE
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Mike is a joint Founding Director of Silcock 
Leedham (an RSK company) and a Chartered 
Engineer with extensive experience in the 
construction industry in the contracting and 
consulting sectors with respect to mechanical and 
electrical engineering design. He has concentrated 
on developing credible and commercially balanced, 
sustainable and low-energy design solutions that 
can be applied to many sectors, which has resulted 
in several high-profile appointments for UK and 
international clients. 

Mike leads the teams within Silcock Leedham 
Consulting and is active in early concept design, 
fault finding and the validation of complex 
systems. His work has included expert witness 
commissions for a large refrigerated storage 
facility housing imported fresh food produce and 
a dispute regarding damage to and remediation 
of a complex above-ground drainage system at a 
landmark building in Hong Kong.MIKE SILCOCK 

BEng (Hons), CEng, 
MASHRAE, MCIBSE, 
MIMechE, MInstR, 
EHEGE, Registered 
Engineer (UNESCO)

BUILDING SERVICES, INCLUDING MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL

Gerard is a Chartered Engineer and Director at 
Nicholas O’Dwyer Ltd (an RSK company) where 
he manages the delivery of major construction 
contracts in Ireland and internationally. He fulfils a 
contracts specialist role within the company that 
includes advising on procurement and contractual 
issues and managing the dispute resolution service.

Gerard leads the contracts advisory function which 
consists of a multidisciplinary team of experts with 
significant academic training and qualifications 
in engineering, quantum, delay and contract law 
coupled with significant practical hands-on contract 
delivery experience as engineer/employer’s 
representative for major infrastructure projects.

Gerard is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators and a Centre for Effective Dispute 
Resolution (CEDR) accredited mediator. He is 
an experienced alternative dispute resolution 
(ADR) professional having significant arbitration, 
mediation, conciliation and adjudication experience 
together with Dispute Board experience under 
International Federation of Consulting Engineers 
(FIDIC) forms of contract. He is a former chairman 
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (Irish 
Branch) and is the Ireland country representative of 
the Dispute Resolution Board Foundation.

CONTRACT ADVISORY SERVICES

Sean is the Joint Managing Director at Advantage 
RSK Ltd and is responsible for contracts support 
to various clients, contractors and consultants in 
the civil engineering, construction, oil and gas, 
light rail and pharmaceutical industries. Sean 
regularly advises on contractual issues on projects 
from conception through to completion and also 
regularly advises on conflict avoidance processes.

Sean’s professional credentials include FRICS and 
FCIArb. He is a committee member of the West 
Midlands Branch of the CIArb. Sean has acted 
as party representative in over 30 adjudications 

in the United Kingdom and has also worked 
overseas in Dubai, Saudi Arabia and Israel. Sean’s 
appreciation of the RICS Conflict Avoidance Pledge 
(CAP) resulted in his firm being awarded ‘gold 
verified’ status for the CAP, which demonstrates 
collaborative working and/or use of conflict 
avoidance procedures.

Sean has an HNC in civil engineering studies and a 
master’s degree in construction law and arbitration 
(LLM).

SEAN KENNELLY 
FRICS, FCIArb, LLM

THE EXPERTS
BUILDING MATERIALS, STRUCTURES, SERVICES 
AND CONTRACT ADVISORY SERVICES

GERARD  
MONAGHAN  
BEng, MSc, MBA, CEng, 
FIEI, FCIArb
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Shane is a multi-skilled Chartered Professional 
(Civil) Engineer and Project Management 
Professional. Shane has used his experience 
to develop specialist knowledge and skills in 
contracts administration, project management 
(frequently functioning as a project management 
office), programme/financial modelling and 
reporting, negotiating revised contract sums, 
change management, claims and delay and dispute 
preparation and resolution. He has experience in 
both mediation and arbitration.

Shane has operated in the contractor, consultant, 
client and employer’s representative spheres, with 
over 30 years’ professional experience in several 

territories, including seven years managing some of 
the world’s largest mega-projects. Shane frequently 
works on contracts that are remote from office 
support and takes responsibility for planning, 
programming, contracts, communications, 
costs, budget, resources, stakeholder liaison and 
project reporting. He also has extensive hands-
on experience in multiple forms of contract: 
FIDIC (design, build, operate (DBO), designed by 
employer and design-build (DB) and turnkey), Irish 
Water Major Works, NEC (2 and 3) Option C, ICE 
CoC (5th, 6th and DB), bespoke based on FIDIC 
and Aramco, RIAI.

John is Joint Managing Director of Advantage 
RSK Ltd and leads a chartered practice of quantity 
surveyors and claims experts, providing specialist 
quantum and contract advisory services in the 
construction industry.

With over 20 years’ experience, John is a quantity 
surveyor, a member of the Chartered Institute 
of Arbitrators and an RICS Registered Expert 

Witness. Throughout his career, John has worked 
on major civil engineering projects in the UK and 
has provided a range of quantity surveying and 
commercial management services, specialising in 
NEC3 and NEC4 forms of contract.  

John is also an NEC3 and NEC4 ECC Accredited 
Project Manager.

JOHN O’MALLEY 
BSc (Hons), MCIArb,  
NEC Reg

SHANE M.   
KENNEALLY 
BEng (Hons), CEng 
MIEI, PMP
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THE EXPERTS
ECOLOGY AND RURAL SCIENCES

ECOLOGY

Richard is a Chartered Environmentalist with many 
years of experience in ecological consulting and 
EIA. He specialises in botany and plant ecology, 
which he teaches at MSc level. He has worked 
on gas and petrochemical pipeline and landfall 
EIA and construction projects; major rail and 
light rail EIAs; and combined-cycle gas-turbine 
power station and wind farm projects. Richard has 

prepared proof of evidence or otherwise advised 
teams in respect of parliamentary select committee 
hearings for two rail projects and for several other 
public inquiries.

Paola is a Director of RSK Biocensus, a Chartered 
Ecologist and a Chartered Environmentalist with 
wide experience of assessing the impacts of 
developments on ecological resources. She has 
long-standing technical expertise in bats and 
specialises in nationally significant infrastructure 
projects and rarer species. 

Paola is a member of Natural England’s bat expert 
panel, the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management’s advisory group for 
the Bat Mitigation Strategies Research Project and 
the technical review board for the Bat Conservation 
Trust’s Bat Survey Guidelines. She has undertaken 
expert witness work in England and Wales.

James is a Consultant Ecologist with 
experience in protected species, 
habitat surveys and report writing. He 
has knowledge in disciplines including 
surveying techniques and National 
Vegetation Classification and great 
crested newt, water vole, breeding 
bird and reptile surveying.

Dez is a Chartered Ecologist 
with many years of experience in 
ecological research, management and 
consultancy. His areas of expertise 
include mammal ecology, wildlife 
management and the design and 
implementation of monitoring 
schemes. Dez has experience in 
preparing documents for planning 
inquiries and House of Commons 
select committee hearings. He has an 
Honorary Chair at Exeter University.

RICHARD CARTER 
BSc (Hons), PhD, 
MIEEM, CEnv

JAMES SIMPSON 
BSc (Hons), MSc, 
MCIEEM

RICHARD (DEZ) 
DELAHAY 
PhD, CEcol, MCIEEM 

James is an experienced Wildlife 
Consultant and Ornithologist 
specialising in wildlife surveys and 
mitigation strategies for protected 
species, including badger, bats, 
great crested newt, reptiles and 
water vole.

JAMES PACKER 
BSc (Hons), MCIEEM

PAOLA REASON 
BSc, MSc, CEcol, CEnv, 
MCIEEM, MIEMA, SpDipEM

Chris is an Ecologist and 
has expertise in plant, bird 
and mammal surveys, EIAs 
and mitigation strategies.

CHRIS FORSTER-BROWN 
BSc (Hons), MSc, MCIEEM
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ECOLOGY

Jon is a Director of RSK Biocensus and an expert 
in biodiversity, EIAs and Habitats Regulations 
assessments. He is a Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management, a Chartered Ecologist and a 
Chartered Environmentalist. Jon has extensive 
experience in the assessment of ecological impacts 
and the design of mitigation measures for major 
projects, including for clients such as National Grid, 
Highways England and EDF Energy. He is co-author 
of National Grid’s options appraisal methodology, 
and recently worked on its new approach to 
consenting which, like options appraisal, will apply 
to all electricity and gas transmission projects 
across the UK. 

Jon specialises in work relating to rewilding, 
invertebrates and protected species, and is chair 
of the RSK wilding steering group. He was an 
environmental adviser and ecology expert witness 
for the Welsh Government on the year-long public 
inquiry for the M4 Corridor around Newport, and 
also undertook the Habitat Regulations assessment 
for the National Development Framework for 
Wales. Jon has also worked on a judicial review of 
several mineral prospecting licence applications in 
Northern Ireland and has been an expert witness 
for highway and energy schemes, representing 
both scheme proponents and consultees.

JON DAVIES 
BSc, MSc, CEnv, CEcol, 
FCIEEM

Ian is an Arboricultural Consultant 
and is experienced in dealing with 
development-led tree surveys and 
assessments linked with planning 
applications, tree preservation 
orders and trees within conservation 
areas, tree risk surveys and utility 
vegetation surveys.

Roy is a Chartered Forester and has 
forestry expertise that covers all areas 
of woodland management, including 
forestry economics, sustainable 
forestry management, woodland 
management, marketing and 
silviculture.

Chris is a Chartered Forester and an 
expert in the design of new woodland 
planting, managing existing woodland 
and undertaking tree risk assessments 
and safety audits.

ARBORICULTURE

IAN BRADDOCK  
BSc (Hons)

ROY DYER 

CHRIS HUXLEY  
MRICS, Diploma Rural 
Estate Management
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HORTICULTURE

David is an experienced Horticultural 
Consultant specialising in the control 
of pests, diseases and weeds within 
the production of ornamental crops.

DAVID TALBOT  
BSc (Hons), BASIS, 
FACTS

ECOLOGY AND RURAL SCIENCES

THE EXPERTS

Janet is an experienced Horticultural 
Consultant. She specialises in all 
aspects of soft fruit, especially cane 
fruit crops, and in Christmas tree 
production. Janet has courtroom 
experience through dealing with 
courts, tribunals and planning inquiries.

Chris is an experienced Horticultural 
Consultant specialising in fruit and 
ornamentals with expertise in financial 
planning and organic production. He 
has courtroom experience through 
dealing with courts, tribunals and 
planning inquiries.

Jill is a Plant Physiologist and 
Horticultural Consultant, and an 
expert in the control of pests and 
diseases, ornamental production 
systems, plant physiology and 
growing media and nutrition.

Robert is an experienced 
Horticultural Consultant specialising 
in the safe use of horticultural 
technology in production and 
landscape environments.

JANET ALLEN  
BSc, BASIS, FACTS

JILL ENGLAND  
BSc (Hons), PhD, BASIS, 
FACTS

CHRIS CREED  
OND, MHort, RHS, 
BASIS, FACTS

ROBERT IRVING  
BSc (Hons), BASIS, 
FACTS
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SOIL SCIENCE

Paul is an experienced Chartered Soil 
Scientist specialising in fertiliser use and 
nutrient management in agriculture, 
organics recycling to land, diffuse water 
pollution from agriculture and soil and 
land resource investigation. He has 
courtroom experience through dealing 
with courts, tribunals and planning 
inquiries.PAUL NEWELL PRICE  

BA (Hons), MSc, PhD, 
MBSSS, FACTS

BRENDON HUNTER 
BA (Hons), FACTS, BASIS 
Soil and Water (SW/1130), 
Associate Member British 
Society of Soil Science

Brendon is a FACTS and Basis Soil and Water 
Qualified Advisor with over 15 years’ experience 
working in the environmental and agricultural 
sectors for the Environment Agency (EA), 
United Utilities and more recently RSK ADAS. 
Brendon specialises in providing advice to 
farmers and industry to assist in complying with 
environmental regulations, focusing particularly 
on pollution prevention and investigation, 
assessment and design of farm infrastructure and 
nutrient management planning, incorporating 
advice on the use of organic manures and 

fertilisers. Brendon has extensive knowledge 
of environmental regulations, covering nitrate 
vulnerable zones; silage, slurry and agricultural 
fuel oil (SSAFO); diffuse pollution from agriculture; 
environmental permitting for both waste and 
water; and trade effluent. On behalf of the EA, 
Brendon led responses to pollution incidents in 
which he collected evidence in line with the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Act and he has written 
a number of case files that were presented in 
court by EA solicitors, which led to a number of 
successful prosecutions.
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Tom is an experienced Chartered 
Agricultural Engineer. He specialises 
in agricultural mechanisation and farm 
waste management, including organic 
waste management, crop processing 
and storage, energy management and 
renewable energy.

TOM BRASSINGTON  
BSc, CEng, CEnv, MIAgrE

ECOLOGY AND RURAL SCIENCES

THE EXPERTS

AGRICULTURE AND ANIMAL WELFARE

Stephen is an experienced Arable 
Consultant advising on arable crop 
husbandry, valuations and losses, 
fertiliser and pesticide use, nitrate 
vulnerable zones, basic payment 
schemes and cross compliance issues. 
He has courtroom experience through 
dealing with courts, tribunals and 
planning inquiries.

Emma is a Business Management and 
Livestock Specialist with expertise in 
beef and sheep production systems, 
red meat supply chains and nutrient 
management planning. She is BASIS 
registered and FACTS qualified. Emma 
has courtroom experience through 
farm tenancy disputes.

STEPHEN WATSON 
BSc (Hons), BASIS, 
FACTS

EMMA JONES 
BSc (Hons)

Miriam is a Livestock Specialist and 
advises on animal production, handling, 
transport and slaughter with particular 
emphasis on animal welfare and quality 
assurance. She provides expert witness 
services in relation to cattle behaviour 
and handling. Miriam has courtroom 
experience through dealing with courts, 
tribunals and planning inquiries.

Jason is an experienced Poultry 
Consultant with knowledge of poultry 
meat and egg production systems 
and particular emphasis on animal 
welfare, product quality and food 
safety, sustainability, environmental 
permitting and biosecurity. He has 
courtroom experience through 
dealing with courts and in preparing 
expert witness reports.

MIRIAM PARKER MBE

JASON GITTINS  
BSc

CHARLES BENTLEY 
BSc (Hons), MSc, MIAgrE, 
MBPR, CEnv.

Charles is a FACTS- and BASIS-
registered Agricultural Engineer 
specialising in the assessment and 
design of agricultural infrastructure 
such as slurry stores, silage clamps and 
sprayer filling areas, and the handling 
and application of manures and 
anaerobic digestate. He has particular 
expertise in the silage, slurry and 
agricultural fuel oil regulations.
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Tony is a Farm Business Consultant and provides 
evidence relating to farm profitability, loss of profits 
following personal injury, dissolving of partnerships, 
crop and livestock loss and claims for damages as a 
result of professional negligence.

TONY TURNER,  
BSc (Hons), FACTS, 
BASIS

Phil is an experienced Chartered Agricultural Engineer 
for food and organic production, waste management and 
energy. He undertakes evaluations of engineering systems for 
production, post-harvest treatments, storage and recycling. 
Phil has courtroom experience through dealing with courts, 
tribunals and planning inquiries.

PHIL METCALFE  
BSc (Hons), MSc, MIAgrE, 
CEng, CEnv, FACTS

AGRICULTURE AND ANIMAL WELFARE



PROVISION OF EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES16

THE EXPERTS
HEALTH AND SAFETY

GENERAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

Martin has extensive experience in the 
management, design and construction of civil 
engineering and building projects and has 
focused his career on health and safety. He has 
particular skills in Construction (Design and 
Management) Regulations compliance and 
construction safety. Martin has a track record of 

conducting fire risk assessments across many 
sectors; health and safety compliance auditing; 
inspections; and developing risk assessments and 
safe systems of work.

MARTIN GEER 
CMIOSH, MIIRSM, CMaPS

Up until 2018, Mark was a Senior Operational 
Manager with Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue 
Service (NFRS). Having served for 27 years, he 
developed a broad range of knowledge and 
operational experience. He was a qualified level 
six operational response officer responding to 
the largest of incidents as incident commander 
with extensive experience of working across 
agencies and feeding into both strategic 
and tactical coordination groups. A qualified 
hazardous materials officer and radiation 
protection supervisor, he has experience of 
working on the most challenging operational 
incidents involving hazardous substances, 
including the management of environmental risks 
and mitigation measures. Mark also served as a 
National Interagency Liaison Officer, as further 
evidence of his experience of working in a multi-

agency environment. Mark completed his fire 
service career as the Head of Technical Fire Safety 
and was one of a limited number of enforcement 
officers for NFRS at the time of his retirement. 
Starting his career with EDP (an RSK company) in 
2019, Mark is now a Principal Health and Safety 
Consultant and acts as lead on fire safety. He 
provides technical advice and guidance to a wide 
range of clients on all fire-safety-related matters 
and has carried out fire risk assessments in the 
most complex of environments, including those in 
highly fire-engineered buildings. Mark has a level 
7 qualification in advanced investigative practice, 
is on the Institute of Fire Safety Managers 
(IFSM) Tier Three Fire Risk Assessor Register of 
competent fire risk assessors and is on the Fire 
Sector Federations Register.

MARK MORTIMORE 
AIFIREE, MIFSM, 
GRADIOSH

FIRE SAFETY
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ASBESTOS

Melissa has worked in asbestos consultancy 
for over a decade and has gained extensive 
knowledge from working on various sites 
with many prominent clients. She has direct 
experience of all elements of surveying and 
analytical work, and has been involved in many 
sites where asbestos in soil has been an issue. She 
has a certificate of competence in asbestos, which 

demonstrates both her practical knowledge and 
her understanding of current relevant legislation 
and how this applies to working with asbestos in 
the UK. 

MELISSA FOX 
BA (Hons), CoC 
(Asbestos)

Toby has been working in asbestos consultancy 
for more than 15 years and has practical 
experience working in surveying, analytical work, 
project management of abatement programmes, 
training, auditing and consultancy.

He has undertaken significant work for clients 
across the UK and worldwide and has specialist 
skills in consultancy for oil and gas and nuclear 

industry clients. He is experienced in dealing 
with issues involving asbestos-impacted land, 
including remediation and investigation options, 
and has undertaken consultancy on impacted 
sites with multiple contaminant pathways.

TOBY GIBBONS  
BA(Hons) CoC 
(Asbestos)

Derek is a highly experienced asbestos consultant 
who has worked within the asbestos industry 
for 10 years. He has held the Certificate of 
Competence in Asbestos since 2017. Derek 
worked on site carrying out all types of asbestos 
surveys, analytical work and advising clients on 
the management of asbestos, before adopting his 
current role as the Asbestos Quality and Technical 
Manager at EDP (an RSK company), responsible 
for maintaining UKAS accreditations. He 
undertakes staff witness audits on site and audits 
the quality management system against testing 

and inspection standards. Derek has prepared 
information and has provided technical support 
for expert witness presentations throughout 
his career, working alongside industry leaders. 
Derek is held in high regard, both within EDP 
and across our many clients, as he has played a 
pivotal role in ensuring compliance across a wide 
portfolio of sectors. He has come to understand, 
and has helped clients and staff to overcome, the 
obstacles that are often presented.

DEREK TODD  
BSc (Hons), CoC 
(Asbestos)
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THE EXPERTS
HEALTH AND SAFETY

NOISE AND NOISE-INDUCED HEARING LOSS

GRAEME PARKER 
BSc (Hons), MIOA

Graeme is a Senior Acoustic Consultant with 
wide professional experience of acoustics in the 
public and private sectors. His areas of expertise 
include environmental noise impact assessments 
for use in planning applications and practical 
site monitoring, assessment and management of 
occupational noise and vibration for a wide range 
of client sectors. 

Graeme has extensive experience in preparing 
expert witness services and providing technical 
evidence for planning enquiries, local authority 
licensing hearings and the civil courts, including 

outline opinions, written evidence, attending 
pre-inquiry meetings, counsel conferences 
and verbal evidence. He has provided written 
evidence for more than 100 single joint instruction 
reports in the past year for noise-induced hearing 
loss claims utilising his knowledge of relevant 
legislation. Graeme also gives verbal evidence as 
an expert witness in claim matters, hearings and 
appeals for planning and licensing projects.

CHEMICAL REGULATORY

PETER GODFREY 
BSc (Hons), MSc, CSci, 
CChem, MRSC

Peter is a General Chemical and Allied Industries 
Consultant specialising in regulatory compliance 
at RSK ADAS with wide-ranging experience. He 
provides advice and guidance to EU and non-EU 
companies on aspects of REACH; Classification 
Labelling and Packaging/Global Harmonised 
System compliance; fertiliser regulations; poison 
centre notifications; and other areas related to 
chemical regulatory compliance. Peter provides 
expert witness advice/reports and has been 
involved in a Crown Court trial on using an 

adhesive fill to protect electronic components in a 
smoke detector. 

Peter has several years’ experience with REACH, 
having been involved in developing the original 
legislation in 2002. He now provides support to 
many clients on substance information exchange 
fora, consortia, registration, dossiers, exposure 
scenarios, chemical safety reports, chemical safety 
assessments, safety data sheets and substances of 
very high concern, among other things. 

WORKING AT HEIGHT

SIMON ENDERBY 
BEng (Hons), MCIHT, 
Tech IOSH

Simon has many years of experience in working 
at height. He was initially site based using rope 
access, fall arrest and work restraint techniques, 
but progressed swiftly early in his career to 
become a rope supervisor. He delivers training on 
specific working at height activities and general 
working at height awareness, guiding delegates 
through the regulations and making them relevant 
to real-life scenarios. He also delivers training in 

risk assessment and method statements and is 
often called upon to provide advice for complex 
work plans.

As Managing Director of RSK company Up & Under, 
Simon also provides specialist external consultancy 
for all levels of work at height, including expert 
witness work. He was recently involved in a civil 
matter and provided an expert report.
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THE EXPERTS
LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT, 
GEOTECHNICS AND ENGINEERING

LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT

Peter is Deputy Chairman of the RSK group 
and has extensive experience of carrying out 
and managing geotechnical and environmental 
advisory services. He is a former chair of the AGS 
Contaminated Land Specialist Group, Member 
of the DEFRA National Land Forum and Steering 
Group Member of the CL:AIRE Working group of 
the Definition of Waste. His main specialisms are 

geotechnics and contaminated land and he has 
authored several papers and technical guidance in 
these areas. He provides expert witness services 
at High Court hearings, planning appeals and 
public inquiries. This included acting as an expert 
witness for the successful Willenhall Part 2A case 
and recent involvement in a wide range of land 
contamination and waste cases.

Tony has many years of experience of 
environmental consulting, including the design, 
investigation, risk assessment and remediation 
of contaminated land. He has prepared 
expert witness evidence for a case relating to 
contaminated land and the deposition of waste. 

Tony has also supported a developer at a public 
inquiry to examine and successfully appeal against 
a Part 2A determination.

Lucy has many years of experience of 
environmental consulting, including the design, 
investigation and risk assessment of contaminated 
land. She has prepared expert witness evidence 
cases relating to a fuel spill in the property sector, 
heavy metals across a property boundary and 
benzo(a)pyrene at a former gasworks that had 
been developed for residential purposes.

LUCY THOMAS 
BSc (Hons), CGeol, SiLC 

PETER 
WITHERINGTON 
CEng, MICE, SiLC SQP

TONY MORTON 
BSc, MSc, CGeol, FGS, SiLC
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THE EXPERTS
LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT, 
GEOTECHNICS AND ENGINEERING

Tom is an RSK Director with extensive experience 
of land contamination and waste assessments. His 
main specialism is the assessment and remediation 
of contaminated land and he has completed 
numerous Part 2A investigations on behalf of 
several local authorities. Tom has prepared 
expert witness evidence for a case relating to 
contaminated land and residential development 

and acts as a senior peer reviewer of land 
contamination reports submitted under planning 
and building control on behalf of various local 
authorities in Scotland and England.

TOM HENMAN 
PhD, FRSC, CSci, CChem, 
SiLC, SQP

Giacomo has worked closely with loss adjusters, 
insurers and legal experts to provide advice on 
causation and mitigation of contamination in 
soil and groundwater, especially in relation to 
policy cover. He was involved in assessing the 
risks and the remediation costs for hydrocarbon 
contamination affecting third-party land following 
the Buncefield, UK, oil terminal fire. Giacomo 
advised on the long-term impact of contamination 
on agricultural land caused by a contractor during 
the construction of the Midland Express toll 
motorway and oversaw the emergency response 

and long-term mitigation of the impact caused by 
an uncontrolled spillage of bunker oil on the Isle 
of Man. He has also been involved in an Italian 
case evaluating the costs associated with the 
remediation and mitigation of a novel pollutant 
affecting a regional groundwater supply in 
Northern Italy. Giacomo’s key expertise lies in the 
evaluation and assessment of cost-effective ways 
to implement and design remediation schemes 
arising from sudden or historical contamination. 

GIACOMO MAINI 
BSc, PhD, FCIWEM, 
C.WEM, CSci

LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT

Jo has many years of experience, including 
10 years working in the public and private 
sectors, predominantly in an enforcement role 
and latterly in environmental consulting. Her 
experience is primarily in human health risk 
assessment in relation to contaminated land. Jo 

has prepared written expert witness evidence in 
a public inquiry relating to benzo(a)pyrene at a 
former gasworks that had been redeveloped for 
residential purposes.

JO WILDING 
BSc (Hons), PhD, CEnv, SiLC 
SQP, ASoBRA (human health)
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Arie is an experienced Environmental Project 
Manager in soil remediation projects at RSK 
Netherlands for the oil, chemical, manufacturing, 
coating and paint and pharmaceutical industries, 
and real-estate companies. He also provides 
phase 1 environmental site assessments, health 
and safety audits, property condition assessments, 
due diligence and soil and groundwater 
contamination assessments and remediation 
services to clients. Arie’s experience has been 
gained through varied roles with authorities, 
legislators and consultancy firms. 

Before taking his current position, he gained 
experience of construction work, road and sewage 
design and work supervision. Arie has specialist 
skills in assessment and remediation of soil and 
groundwater contamination, risks and costs 
assessments for contaminated sites, due diligence 
liability assessments and negotiating remedial 
targets.

ARIE DEN DEKKER 
BSc

As a Senior Consultant in RSK’s Belgian operation, 
Luc is responsible for coordinating and supporting 
global environmental and soil remediation 
projects. His expert witness experience 
has included supporting cases concerning 
contamination and remediation issues at a retail 

fuel station asset; overfilling of an above-ground 
tank in the garage of an apartment building; and 
the leakage of an underground fuel tank over 
several years.

LUC 
VANDERHEYDEN 
MSc

LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT

Jordi is a Director and founder of Amphos 21 
(an RSK company). He has a professional background 
spanning chemicals, mining and renewable 
and nuclear energy. Jordi has over 30 years of 
professional experience working as a technical 
specialist in the environmental sector. 

He has worked on several cases as an expert witness 
for both defence and prosecution counsel on chemical 
regulatory, contaminated land and groundwater, risk 
analysis and waste management issues.

JORDI BRUNO 
MSc, PhD, ACS, 
Geochem. Soc. member



PROVISION OF EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES22

Fiona is a Chartered Geologist with extensive 
experience in environmental consulting, primarily 
the design, investigation, risk assessment and 
remediation of contaminated land. Having 
completed the Expert Witness Training 
Foundation Course with The Academy of Experts, 
she has prepared expert witness evidence cases 
relating primarily to the suitability and adequacy 
of intrusive ground investigations and sampling 
regimes and the application of human health risk 

assessment criteria. All the cases were settled 
before going to court. 

Fiona has acted as an expert witness by providing 
written evidence and attending the public planning 
appeal for a residential development on a site 
with ground gas, metals, hydrocarbons and 
asbestos contamination issues associated with 
the demolition of a former hospital and on-site 
unauthorised landfilling activities.FIONA TOWNLEY 

BSc (Hons), MSc, CGeol, 
FGS, CL:AIRE Qualified 
Person (QP285)

Lars is a Certified Remediation Expert based in 
RSK’s Willebroek, Belgium, office, and has many 
years of experience with environmental projects 
for local and multinational clients. He is a member 
of the RSK group Centre of Excellence. As such, 
Lars reviews and advises on soil and groundwater 
projects within the wider RSK group. 

Since 2004, Lars has been involved in site 
assessments as an expert witness, either working 
for a court-appointed expert or for insurers. Most 
of these cases involved issues with underground 
storage tanks, with commingled plumes or with 
groundwater extraction. 

LARS VANPASSEL 
MSc

Richard is a Chartered Civil Engineer within 
Leap Environmental (an RSK company) with 
three decades of experience in the construction 
industry. Richard specialises in geotechnical and 
geoenvironmental site investigation, design 
and remediation. He has been involved with the 
publication of industry guidance and has advised 

government ministers on the interaction of 
geotechnical and contaminated land matters.

Richard has provided expert witness evidence for a 
number of high-profile cases relating to asbestos, 
cyanide, heavy metals and organic chemicals at 
both the High Court and the Coroner’s Court.

RICHARD 
BRINKWORTH  
BEng, CEng, MICE, 
RoGEP

LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT

THE EXPERTS
LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT, 
GEOTECHNICS AND ENGINEERING
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FLOOD RISK AND DRAINAGE

Kirk is a Land Drainage Engineer and specialises in 
soil, drainage and land restoration. He is called on 
throughout England and Wales as a national expert 
in agricultural drainage systems, drainage law and 
land restoration. Kirk has particular experience of 
handling soil and drainage restoration disputes 
along cross-country pipeline and cable projects. 

He has courtroom experience through dealing with 
courts, tribunals and planning inquiries and serves 
as the independent expert for the Agricultural Land 
Tribunal for Wales and for the Agricultural Land and 
Drainage Tribunal for England.

KIRK HILL 
BSc (Hons), HND, BASIS, 
MISoilSci, MIAgrE

Mark is a Director and founding partner of RSK Land 
and Development Engineering and specialises in 
civil engineering matters associated with drainage 
and highways. His main areas of expertise are 
drainage design and adoption matters, with a focus 
on retrospective design assessments and hydraulic 
modelling reviews. His highway expertise includes 
matters of highway adoption and associated issues 
of highway asset responsibilities.

Mark’s expert witness work includes the 
retrospective review of drainage faults resulting 
in landslips and structural failure; a retrospective 
review of drainage networks following significant 
structural failure; river modelling impact to 
residential properties following numerous flooding 
incidents; a highway asset drainage and adoption 
review following a serious road traffic accident; and 
a highway materials review following an adoption 
dispute with the local highway authority.

MARK FRANKLIN 
MICE, IEng 

Richard is a Director of Richard Allitt Associates 
(an RSK company) with over 46 years’ experience 
and he specialises in hydraulic modelling of urban 
drainage systems and watercourses. Richard has 
over 26 years’ experience of acting as an expert 
witness in relation to flooding and drainage 
matters, having been instructed in more than 250 
cases acting for claimants, defendants and as a 

single joint expert. Richard’s courtroom experience 
has included many County Courts, the Technology 
and  Construction Court, the High Court and 
Magistrates’ Courts. Many of Richard’s cases have 
involved hydraulic modelling of complex flooding 
incidents, including from watercourses, surface 
water, collapsed culverts and reservoirs.

RICHAR ALLITT  
BSc, FICE, CEng, CEnv

John is a Director of Richard Allitt Associates (an 
RSK company) with over 35 years’ experience in the 
water industry, having held senior management 
roles in a number of client and consultant 
organisations. John’s principal area of technical 
expertise is wastewater networks and he has 
extensive experience in all aspects of investigation, 

analysis, design and construction. John undertakes 
expert witness work in relation to drainage and 
flooding matters.

JOHN HILSDON  
BSc, MICE, MCIWEM, CEng
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Colin is an Associate Director of the RSK land 
and development engineering team specialising 
in flood risk and hydrology. His principal areas 
of expertise are in flood risk management and 
assessment, surface water drainage and river 
modelling. 

Colin’s expert witness and inquiry projects have 
ranged from major energy infrastructure projects 

to residential housing sites covering flood risk 
and floodplain management and impacts on the 
water environment.

COLIN 
WHITTINGHAM 
BSc (Hons), MSc, 
MCIWEM, C.WEM, PIEMA

Andrew is the Founder and Chief Executive of 
RSK GCS (an RSK company). He has many years 
of experience in the water and environmental 
consulting for the mining, industrial, oil and 
agriculture sectors. Andrew has undertaken and 
managed water and environmental investigation 
in 18 countries. He has been an expert witness in 
cases involving groundwater inflows into tunnels, 

hazardous waste disposal, conflicts regarding water 
rights and mine closure. Andrew is a member of 
the International Association of Hydrogeologists, 
the International Mine Water Association and the 
Geological Society of South Africa.

ANDREW 
JOHNSTONE 
MSc

Karl is a Geologist and Hydrogeologist with very 
extensive experience across multiple industries. He 
now specialises in water and environmental projects 
in RSK’s Middle East business based in Iraq. Karl 
has experience of performing detailed reviews of 
hydrogeological and hydrochemical reports and 

the preparing and critical reviews of expert witness 
reports on behalf of water company clients in cases 
of groundwater (aquifer) pollution.

KARL SCHWARZ 
BSc (Hons), MSc

WATER MANAGEMENT, FLOOD RISK AND DRAINAGE

THE EXPERTS
LAND CONTAMINATION AND WASTE ASSESSMENT, 
GEOTECHNICS AND ENGINEERING
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Shon undertakes geotechnical and 
geoenvironmental design and consultancy, 
including the design of earth-retaining structures; 
foundation design; slope engineering and 
stabilisation methods; ground improvement 
methods; site investigation and appraisal; and 
geotechnical advice. He has been involved in 
geotechnical engineering claims and disputes, 
and has provided expert witness evidence 

relating to foundation and structural failures 
in the transport and commercial development 
sectors, including in relation to foundations 
for developments on floodplains; storm water 
tank failure; and Part 35 compliant written 
expert evidence in relation to an undermining 
foundations case.

Clive is a Principal Engineer with wide 
postdoctoral consultancy experience. He is 
a Geotechnical Engineer and a Chartered 
Engineering Geologist responsible for the scoping 
and design of projects; for technical appraisal 
and design work; and for scoping, procuring, 
managing and interpreting geotechnical and 
geoenvironmental site investigations.

His expert witness experience includes building 
damage and subsidence claims; undermining of 
foundations; a Part 35 compliant written expert 
evidence provided and attendance at joint expert 
meetings during the trial for a Network Rail 
derailment; and a piled harbour wall failure in 
Scotland. 

SHON WILLIAMS 
BSc, PhD, CEng, MICE

CLIVE GERRING 
BSc (Hons), PhD, FGS, 
CGeol, EurGeol UK, RoGEP

GEOTECHNICS

Peter is the Deputy Chairman of RSK. He has 
many years’ experience of carrying out and 
managing geotechnical and environmental 
advisory services. His main specialisms are 
geotechnics and contaminated land. Peter is 
Chairman of the Association of Geotechnical and 
Geoenvironmental Specialists Ground Forum and 
provides expert witness services at high-court 
hearings, planning appeals and public inquiries. 

He has authored several papers on contaminated 
land. Peter has given expert witness evidence 
in a high-profile case that considered the links 
between land contamination and health and for 
commercial property development cases. He 
has supported a developer at a public inquiry to 
examine and successfully appeal against a Part 2A 
determination.

PETER WITHERINGTON 
BSc (Hons), CEng, MICE, 
SiLC

GEOPHYSICAL MAPPING AND SERVICE STRIKES

George, RSK Director for Geoscience and 
Engineering, has extensive experience of applied 
geology and geophysics. He has provided 
expert advice to numerous clients, including the 
Environment Agency, HS2 and the United Nations 
on the acquisition and interpretation of geophysical 
data. George has contributed to the drafts of the 
current British Standards for ground investigation 
and the detection and mapping of buried services.

He has provided Part 35 compliant written expert 
evidence on the misinterpretation of geophysical 
data in site investigations and ground engineering 
design, and on the procedures followed and 
actions taken that led to major service strikes of 
electrical cables and water pipes in respect to 
Health and Safety Executive guidance and relevant 
British Standards.

GEORGE TUCKWELL 
BSc (Hons), PhD, FGS, 
CGeol, CSci
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PLANNING

KENNY DHILLON  
BSc (Hons), Postgrad. 
Cert. in Town and Country 
Planning (RTPI accredited)

Kenny is a Chartered Town Planner with many 
years of experience in town and country 
planning. He has worked in local government 
and the commercial private sector. Kenny’s skills 
have facilitated a whole range of development 
approvals across the country, ranging from 
major renewable energy projects to large-scale 
residential schemes. He has an enviable track 
record in representing clients in informal planning 
appeal hearings across both sectors. 

Kenny’s skill set in planning relates specifically to 
gaining consent for difficult and complex planning 
applications involving large-scale projects in green-
belt locations and within rural areas for residential, 
commercial and renewable energy schemes. Kenny 
and his team prepared the new settlement study 
for Bassetlaw District Council, UK, and he is often 
appointed on behalf of local planning authorities to 
defend their decisions at planning appeals. 

RIGHTS OF LIGHT, DAYLIGHT AND SUNLIGHT

Michael is founding director of Waldrams Ltd (an 
RSK company), a specialist chartered surveying 
practice in daylight and sunlight for planning and 
common law rights of light. Michael has been 
providing daylight and sunlight planning reports 
for almost 20 years and has acted as expert witness 
on numerous planning appeals on behalf of major 
clients, supporting applications to obtain planning 
permission, particularly where daylight and 
sunlight have been contentious planning matters. 
Michael has provided daylight and sunlight advice 
and reports on major developments for many of 
the largest development companies in the UK, 
including British Land, Land Securities, Hammerson, 
Legal and General, Helical Bar and Candy and 

Candy, and with many of the leading architectural 
practices, including Foster and Partners, Rogers 
Stirk and Harbour, Wilkinson Eyre, Renzo Piano, 
Terry Farrell and Partners, Rafael Vinoly and HOK. 
Michael is a chartered surveyor in the faculty of 
planning and development. He is regularly asked 
to give educational seminars to the development 
industry on daylight and sunlight and associated 
matters where he brings a wealth of practical 
experience, having worked on hundreds of daylight 
and sunlight projects over the years. He has in-
depth familiarity with the way planning officers will 
consider a proposal’s daylight and sunlight impact.

MICHAEL HARPER  
BSc, MSc, MBA, 
MRICS

THE EXPERTS
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)
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WENDY HOGBEN  
BA (Hons), MSc, 
MIEMA, CEnv

EIA

Wendy is a Chartered Environmentalist at RSK with 
many years of experience in EIA and environmental 
management. She has successfully presented 
evidence at public hearings in support of three 
nationally significant infrastructure projects:

 ■ For the East Anglia ONE offshore wind farm 
(ScottishPower/Vattenfall), Wendy provided 
expert advice on ecology, traffic management 
and socio-economic impacts. 

 ■ For the Brechfa Forest grid connection 
(Western Power Distribution) and Triton Knoll 
electrical system (RWE), Wendy represented 
land use, socio-economic impacts, recreation 
and tourism.

 ■ For development consent order (DCO) 
hearings, Wendy has compiled written 
responses to examiners’ questions and 
developed statements of common ground. 

STEPHANIE WRAY  
BSc (Hons), PhD, MBA, 
CEcol, CEnv, FCIEEM

Stephanie is a Director of RSK Biocensus and 
an expert in biodiversity and ecological impact 
assessment. She has wide-ranging experience 
in the assessment of ecological impacts and the 
design of mitigation for major projects, including 
highways, railways and other linear infrastructure; 
energy generation and transmission projects; 
strategic housing and mixed-use developments; 
and aviation schemes. Having appeared at more 
than 50 public inquiries and planning appeals, she 
is a confident and effective expert witness.

Stephanie is a Fellow and past President of the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management, a Chartered Ecologist and a 
Chartered Environmentalist. She specialises in 
work relating to protected habitats and species, 
holds a PhD in ecology and is a member of Natural 
England’s expert panel on bats. She has continued 
to undertake applied research throughout her 
consultancy career and, in 2011, was awarded the 
Mammal Society Medal for her work on effective 
mitigation for protected mammals affected by 
development projects.

MIKE KELLY 
BSc

Mike is a Director at RSK with wide experience as 
an environmental consultant and renewable energy 
developer (wind, solar and hydro power). This 
blend of experience provides him with a rounded 
understanding of all facets of development from 
site prospecting/selection and land acquisition 
(option agreements) to financial and resource 
appraisal, procurement, securing consents, project 
viability assessment and project operations. As 

Mike is an expert in EIA, his technical consultancy 
experience includes project managing a wide 
range of EIAs. Mike has also managed and 
provided expertise in support of dispute resolution 
between the wind-farm developer and their 
appointed consultants for wind farms that were not 
granted permission in the UK. The cases included 
providing objective written expert opinions on the 
competency of the work and advice given.
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THE EXPERTS
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (LVIA)

Chris is a Chartered Landscape Architect and 
Operations Director for Stephenson Halliday (an 
RSK company). He has considerable experience of 
undertaking, coordinating, managing and providing 
technical reviews of LVIAs; preparing landscape 
mitigation proposals; landscape master planning; and 
preparing detailed landscape design proposals to 
discharge planning conditions or DCO requirements, 
and for construction purposes.

Chris provides specialist landscape services to a wide 
client base, including engineers, architects, local 
governments, private developers, energy companies, 
renewable energy developers and planning and 
environmental consultancies.

He successfully acted as landscape expert witness in 
support of a DCO application for onshore electrical 
infrastructure (part of a round one offshore wind farm 
project) in West Sussex, and more recently on behalf 
of his client who was an interested party in the DCO 
examination for a strategic rail freight interchange in 
Northamptonshire. During the examination periods 
for both of these projects, Chris was involved in 
preparing statements of common ground and 
responses to the examining authority’s questions and 
presenting evidence to the planning inspectors at the 
issue-specific hearings.

CHRIS FRAIN  
CMLI, BA (Hons) 

Mary is a Landscape Planning Director with 
Stephenson Halliday (an RSK company). She has 
over 20 years’ experience and has co-authored 
IEMA guidance relating to the integration of design 
and EIA, Landscape Institute guidance on the use 
of visualisations and has contributed to guidance 
regarding residential visual amenity assessment. 
Mary specialises in providing landscape/townscape 
and visual impact assessments and has worked on 
projects of various types across the UK, including 
housing (from 4 to over 2000 homes); commercial 
development such as ports and distribution parks; 
renewable energy projects, in particular wind and 

solar farms; tall buildings; roads; energy transmission 
projects; infrastructure projects in England and Wales 
including Sizewell C, Hornsea 3, Blackberry Lane Solar 
farm, A1 dualling and Heathrow West; and more 
unusual projects such as car storage and the Arcelor 
Mittal Orbit sculpture in the Olympic Park. Mary is 
an experienced expert witness, having provided 
support to landscape expert witnesses for many years 
and acted as an expert witness herself in relation to 
wind farms, roads, residential development and solar 
farms including at hearings, DCO hearings, written 
representations appeals, inquiries and land tribunals.

MARY FISHER 
BSc (Hons), MA, CMLI

Ken is a Landscape Planning Director and is 
Managing Director of Stephenson Halliday (an 
RSK company). He has extensive experience in 
the coordination of planning submissions and 
environmental statements for a broad range of 
developments, including minerals, waste disposal, 
transportation and renewable energy projects. He 
has over 28 years’ experience in landscape and 
visual impact assessments (LVIA) and offers particular 
expertise in the LVIA of wind energy proposals, having 
advised on over 160 wind farm projects throughout 
the UK with proposals including over 180 turbines. 

He is a highly regarded public inquiry witness and has 
assisted with expert evidence at numerous inquiries 
and appeal hearings. Consented wind projects for 
which Ken has presented expert evidence include 
Cornharrow,  Glenshimmeroch, Kirk Hill, Kype (S36), 
Airies, Longhill Burn, Moy (S36), Achany, Withernwick 
and Extension, Fairburn, Griffin (S36), Little Hartfell, 
Pines Burn and Overhill.

KEN HALLIDAY 
BSc (Hons), MPHIL, 
CMLI
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Dan is a Chartered Landscape Architect with 
considerable experience of the coordination, delivery 
and technical review of LVIAs. He is an experienced 
project manager and has been involved in work in the 
UK, Ireland and overseas. 

Projects have included the assessment of a wide 
range of developments, including residential and 
commercial, minerals, waste disposal and energy 
including renewables, opencast sites, rail, highways 
and other infrastructure projects. 

He has acted as a landscape expert witness and has 

experience of Public Inquiry cross-examination by QC 
for renewable energy and residential schemes. Dan 
has provided written representations for planning 
appeal for large-scale farming and renewable energy 
projects and has assisted the High Court in Ireland 
with regard to a disputed quarry working. He has 
led on LVIA input for a long distance pipeline in East 
Africa and has provided specialist LVIA advice for a 
number of route options to develop high-speed train 
linkage within the north west of England. Dan also 
provides specialist landscape and townscape advice 
on behalf of a number of London Boroughs.

DANIEL LEAVER 
BSc (Hons), CMLI

Kelly is a Landscape Planning Director with 
Stephenson Halliday (an RSK company). She has 
over 25 years’ experience, with extensive experience 
in landscape and visual assessment for planning 
submissions and environmental impact assessments. 
Kelly has particular expertise in the design and 
consenting of wind farms and has undertaken 
LVIAs for a broad range of developments, including 
minerals, waste disposal, roads, airports, nuclear 
energy, transmission and renewable energy projects. 

She has prepared numerous detailed LVIAs for 
preliminary environmental information reports and 
EIA reviews, and has supported expert witnesses 
through the preparation of evidence for public 
inquiries. She has appeared as an expert witness 
at public hearings and is currently acting as expert 
witness in relation to the Sheirdrim (S36) Renewable 
Energy Project in Argyll. She is part of the Scottish 
Government’s working group on aviation lighting for 
onshore wind energy developments.

KELLY ANDERSON 
BLA VIRGINIA, CMLI

Ross is a Chartered Landscape Architect with 
many years of experience. He has considerable 
experience in LVIA, townscape and visual impact 
assessments, landscape sensitivity and capacity 
studies and feasibility studies. Ross also undertakes 
written representations for developers pursuing 
allocation sites through the local plan process. He 
has experience with a government department 
providing statutory advice in relation to EIA 
development. Ross’s experience includes road 
schemes, transmission lines, renewable energy 
development, housing, mixed-use and commercial 

development in addition to strategic landscape 
planning work for planning authorities. 

Ross was closely involved in the Beauly to Denny 
transmission line both in providing Scottish Natural 
Heritage’s statutory landscape response and in 
the public local inquiry by preparing statements 
of case, written submissions and rebuttals. He 
has also prepared written appeal submissions for 
renewable energy developments and represented 
clients at hearings for a wind turbine development 
in Somerset, UK, and a solar farm in Norfolk, UK.

ROSS ALLAN 
BSc (Hons), MSc, CMLI

Daniel is a Landscape Architect and an 
experienced consultant who has worked 
on a broad range of projects, including 
LVIAs, landscape management plans, green 
infrastructure and landscape design.

DANIEL HAIGH  
BA (Hons),  
Dip. Landscape 
Architecture, CMLI
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (LVIA)

Andrew is a Chartered Landscape Architect with 
extensive experience in landscape planning and 
its various applications, including landscape 
characterisation, LVIA and townscape visual impact 
assessments (TVIA), view management studies 
and landscape sensitivity studies for a variety of 
development scenarios including residential, mixed 
use and renewable energy schemes, including 
wind and solar. He has provided input to landscape 
strategies and guidance for some of the UK’s most 

sensitive protected landscapes, such as for the 
Broads Authority and the New Forest National Park. 
Other areas of expertise include green infrastructure 
and landscape master planning. His experience 
has included landscape assessment and design of 
large-scale, nationally significant high speed rail 
infrastructure projects and landscape assessment 
of transport schemes. Andrew’s expert witness 
experience includes public inquiries, preparing 
evidence for inquiries and written representations.

ANDREW TEMPANY 
BA (Hons), Dip.LA, CMLI

David is a Director of SCP (an RSK company) and 
has almost 40 years of experience in dealing with 
highway and transport matters. He is a Fellow of the 
Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation 
and a Fellow of the Institute of Highway Engineers. 
He has prepared and presented evidence at over 
200 planning appeals and is regularly recommended 
to clients by leading counsel on highway matters. 
As an expert witness, he has represented many 
private clients, housebuilders, supermarkets, other 
commercial developers and local authorities at 
local plan examinations, appeal hearings, public 
inquiries, magistrates’ courts for traffic regulation 

orders, the Office of the Traffic Commissioner 
for HGV operator licences and lands tribunals in 
connection with compulsory purchase orders. David 
has an enviable record of success and takes pride in 
presenting evidence in clear and simple terms, since 
the decision-maker is seldom an expert in highway 
matters. He is aware that cases often turn on the 
knowledge of standards and the flexibility within 
those standards under cross-examination conditions. 
His cases cover most land uses, from allocations 
for 4500 dwellings to single plot redevelopments, 
industrial development, leisure complexes, 
supermarkets and hot-food take-aways.

DAVID ROBERTS 
IEng, FCIHT, FIHE

TRANSPORT

John is an Associate Director with Stephenson 
Halliday (an RSK company). A Chartered Landscape 
Architect, John has over 20 years’ professional 
experience across all industry sectors specialising 
in every aspect of landscape planning, design and 
master planning. He has worked extensively in all 
regions of the UK and on projects of all scales, 
including DCO projects, and has supported a wide 
range of built developments from major residential 
urban extensions and tall buildings in conservation 
areas to commercial/logistics distribution centres 
and retail parks, major infrastructure projects and 
renewable energy developments including wind 
and solar farms. John is an experienced landscape 

expert witness; he has presented landscape and 
visual evidence at a number of public inquiries and 
hearings and has prepared written representations in 
relation to several more appeals. He has successfully 
delivered evidence in relation to the examination 
of local development plans. In addition, he spent 
a large part of his early career assisting senior 
colleagues to prepare evidence for public inquiries 
and the totality of his experience in relation to 
the appeals procedures is substantial. John is 
currently acting as landscape expert witness at the 
Development of National Significance hearings in 
relation to Blackberry Lane Solar Farm.

JOHN INGHAM 
BA (Hons), DipLA, 
CMLI
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Mark is a Chartered Engineer in transport planning 
and a Fellow of the Chartered Institution of Highways 
and Transportation at CS2 (an RSK company). He has 
over 20 years’ experience of the highway, traffic and 
transport aspects of various types of development 
proposals and has advised many companies and local 
authorities in that capacity.

He has successfully presented evidence at 
public inquiries and hearings for residential and 

employment developments and has also supported 
planning appeals for many cases involving written 
representations for a range of development 
types. His inquiry experience includes residential 
developments in north-west England, including 
acting on behalf of a developer as a Rule 6 party, and 
an employment park in West Yorkshire.

MARK DEVENISH 
CEng, FCIHT

Ian is a member of the Chartered Institution 
of Highways and Transportation and has wide 
experience of transport planning and highway 
design. He has successfully presented evidence at 
full public inquiries for a residential development 
and a traveller site in North Wales. Ian has also 
supported planning appeals for cases involving 
written representations and hearings in the 
development sector.

His UK experience includes
 ■ a residential development in North Wales, on 

behalf of Redrow Homes – presented evidence 
against a Rule 6 party

 ■ a traveller site in Holywell, North Wales, on 
behalf of Flintshire County Council – presented 
evidence against the appellant

 ■ a marina development in Ratcliffe-on-Soar, 
Nottingham, on behalf of Redhill Marina – 
presented evidence for the appellant

 ■ a residential development in Leeds, on behalf of 
Optare – prepared reports but did not appear 
because the case was resolved before the 
appeal took place.

Jim is a Fellow of the Chartered Institution of 
Highways and Transportation and has over 30 
years’ experience of both transport planning 
and highway design. He has been involved in 
many successful public inquiries, acting for local 
authorities, private developers, retailers and port 
authorities.  He has presented expert witness 
evidence on highways and transportation issues 
on a wide range of developments from single 
dwellings and discount foodstores to large-scale 
residential developments and harbour revision 
orders. Jim specialises in addressing reasons for 
refusal on grounds of severe residual impact on 
the road network and of highway safety (as per 
National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 
111). In the case of objections that cite severe 
residual impact, these are usually, though not 
exclusively, related to highway capacity, and Jim 

is an expert on junction and network modelling. 
His network-modelling experience includes both 
traditional strategic models and micro-simulation, 
and Jim has used this knowledge to good 
advantage, both in support of private development 
proposals and to counter the evidence of local 
authorities looking to compulsorily purchase land. 
In relation to highway safety, reasons for refusal 
usually relate to either the site access design or 
off-site highway improvement solutions. Jim’s 
in-depth knowledge of highway design standards, 
the principles that underpin them and the wealth 
of experience gained from seeing developments 
through to construction and safe operation 
provides an invaluable resource of evidence for the 
planning inspector to consider in weighing up the 
highways merits of an appeal.

IAN WICKETT  
MCIHT, MTPS

JIM BUDD 
BA (Hons), MSc, 
FCIHT
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ROUTE AND SITE SELECTION

ANDY TOWLE 
BA (Hons), MA, PhD, 
MIfA

ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

Andy is an Archaeologist with many years of 
professional experience in the UK and abroad, 
including fieldwork in Norway, Pakistan, Algeria, 
Sicily, Northern Italy and Syria. He is RSK’s 
Archaeology Team Leader and is responsible for 
the technical output of the team and management 
of programmes of work relating to the historic 
environment that help to resolve constraints on 
clients’ projects. 

The range of services Andy offers includes risk 
appraisals ahead of land purchases, desk-based 
assessments, EIAs, expert witness services, 

negotiation with statutory consultees, heritage 
statements, specification and implementation of 
site investigations, post-excavation analysis and 
publication.

In 2015, Andy prepared the archaeology and 
cultural heritage chapter and supporting technical 
appendices for a DCO application for the Triton 
Knoll, UK, scheme on behalf of RWE. This project 
is a 60-km-long onshore electricity cable with an 
electricity substation and associated infrastructure. 
Andy subsequently provided expert witness services.

Katrina has prepared proofs of evidence covering 
the environmental assessment and routing of 
gas pipelines. This has included being an expert 
witness at public hearings for pipelines through 
England and Wales.

KATRINA COOPER 
BA (Hons), MSc, IEEM, 
EARA, CEnv

STEPHEN CARTER 
BSc (Hons), PhD, MCIfA, 
FSA Scot

Stephen, a founder member of RSK company 
Headland Archaeology, has worked in the historic 
environment sector in the UK and Ireland for 
many years. His background is in natural sciences, 
which is reflected in his early specialism in palaeo-
environmental techniques and landscape-scale 
historic environment studies. He has since directed 
this knowledge toward EIAs, particularly for 
onshore wind farm developments and the setting 
of heritage assets. He provides advice and expert 
witness services on cultural heritage issues in 

development management and has given evidence 
in criminal prosecutions brought under ancient 
monuments legislation. 

Onshore wind farm projects dominate Stephen’s 
expert witness experience; he has appeared at 
almost 50 planning appeals, Section 36 inquiries 
and development consent hearings throughout the 
UK and Ireland. He has also given evidence in cases 
involving energy from waste, residential and mixed-
use developments.
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Owen is a full member of the Chartered Institute 
for Archaeologists and a Specialist Technical 
Consultant with many years of professional historic 
environment sector experience. He is responsible 
for the technical review of deliverables at RSK. 
Through the management of projects relating to 
the historic environment and providing supporting 
planning documentation over this period, Owen 
has an in-depth understanding of legislation, policy, 
regulation and guidance. 

He has carried out several assessments for 
nationally significant infrastructure projects, 

involving written and relevant representation to the 
Planning Inspectorate, responding to examining 
authorities’ questions, preparing statements of 
common ground with stakeholders and presenting 
evidence at formal hearings. 

His UK experience includes
 ■ E.ON Rampion offshore wind farm onshore cable 

route
 ■ East Anglia ONE offshore wind farm onshore 

cable route
 ■ RWE Npower Triton Knoll offshore wind farm 

onshore cable route.

OWEN RAYBOULD 
BSc (Hons), MCIfA, 
IHBC

DIARMUID  
Ó SEANEACHAIN 
BA (Hons), PhD, MCifA

Diarmuid is a Senior Archaeological Consultant and 
an expert in assessing the impacts of development 
on buried archaeology, historic buildings and 
historic landscapes. He has extensive experience 
of archaeological planning advice, desk-based 
assessments, built heritage impact assessments, 
archaeological mitigation strategies and project 
management of archaeological fieldwork.

Jennifer is a Senior Heritage Consultant with 
extensive professional experience. She joined 
RSK company Headland Archaeology from the 
Environment Agency where she worked within 
the National Environmental Assessment Service 
identifying and managing archaeological risk on 
flood and coastal risk management projects and 
large-scale habitat creation schemes. Jennifer has 
provided consultancy support and helped prepare 

evidence for several wind farm and housing public 
inquiries in England and Wales, including the 
Bryn Llywelyn, Clocaenog and Mynydd Marchwel 
wind farm inquiries and a planning appeal for 210 
houses on land near Haywards Heath, which was 
ultimately allowed. Additionally, Jennifer provided 
expert evidence to the Wormslade Farm wind 
turbine hearing and the hearing in connection with 
a proposed solar farm in Leicestershire.

ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

JENNIFER  
RICHARDS 
BA (Hons), PGDip, 
ACIfA
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LAURENCE HAYES 
BA (JOINT HONS),  
MCIFA, IHBC

Laurence is Associate Director of archaeology 
and built heritage within Headland Archaeology 
(an RSK company). He has extensive experience in 
heritage consultancy, working throughout the UK, 
specialising in the management of archaeological 
projects, the integration of archaeological work 
into nationally significant infrastructure projects, 
EIAs, assessment of the significance and setting 
of heritage assets, and providing advice for work 
on listed buildings and in conservation areas. In 
addition, Laurence provides advice to numerous 
London boroughs regarding the compliance of 
EIA submissions for large-scale developments 
affecting the setting of heritage assets and 
below-ground archaeology.

Laurence has prepared and given evidence in 
relation to built heritage at public inquiry and 
planning hearings for urban mixed use and 
residential developments in England. He has 
also been instructed as expert witness and has 
given oral evidence in court regarding boundary 
disputes. The latter included a civil court case 
in Norfolk in which Laurence specified and 
undertook site investigations to locate a buried 
access track, developing sufficient evidence for 
the case to be resolved before reaching trial.

Dave is an RSK Director, Marine Scientist and 
Project Manager with many years of experience 
of impact assessment, project consenting, 
environmental monitoring and the discharge 
of consent conditions. He has specialist skills in 
marine science; environmental assessments for 
off- and onshore oil and gas clients; environmental 
assessments for offshore wind farms and high-
voltage direct current cables, including projects of 
community interest; appraising tidal schemes; and 
providing expert witness services at public inquiries. 
Dave gave marine expert witness evidence at an 

energy sector hearing relating to a cable route, 
which subsequently received consent.

His expert witness experience includes the EirGrid, 
East–West Interconnector cable between Wales 
and Ireland. Dave project managed the production 
of two environmental reports for the marine 
sections of the cable. Following submission of the 
report covering the Irish section of the route, Dave 
provided evidence on behalf of EirGrid to an oral 
hearing called by An Bord Pleanála.

MARINE

DAVE WATSON 
BSc (Hons), PhD

ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
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ACOUSTICS AND VIBRATION

Matthew is an Associate Director within RSK 
Acoustics, with wide experience as an acoustic 
consultant. He has experience in all areas of 
the assessment and mitigation of noise and 
vibration from environmental and industrial 
sources. Matthew has used this experience 
to support planning applications and provide 
full architectural design advice for residential, 

educational and commercial buildings along 
with entertainment spaces. He has successfully 
provided both written and oral expert witness 
evidence at public inquiries. 

MATTHEW HEYES 
BSc (Hons), MIOA

Lee is an Associate Director within RSK Acoustics. 
Lee has gained industry experience covering many 
areas of acoustics. He administers RSK Acoustics 
accreditation to the pre-completion sound 
insulation testing scheme of the Association of 
Noise Consultants and is an accredited tester. He 
is also a member of the Institute of Acoustics. 

Lee’s experience and expertise relate to 
environmental, architectural and building 
services acoustics in connections with a broad 

variety of sectors, including residential, retail, 
commercial, hotel, health, industrial, education 
and entertainment projects. He is well versed 
in acoustic survey data gathering and utilising 
specialist acoustic equipment from various 
manufacturers. Lee has provided expert 
evidence for nuisance claims, planning appeals 
and has addressed planning committee and 
licensing hearings.LEE MONTAGUE 

BEng (Hons), MIOA

Daniel is the Managing Director of RSK 
Acoustics. He has worked in acoustic consulting 
throughout the UK, Africa, the Middle East and 
Australia. Although his experience covers most 
areas of acoustics, he is mainly focused on the 
fields of environmental noise and vibration 
analysis and assessment, particularly for large-
scale infrastructure projects (in the UK and 
internationally); transport and infrastructure; and 

construction, urban regeneration and industrial 
design (including environmental permitting).

Daniel has provided technical testimony, 
statements and proofs in support of a range 
of planning applications, industrial permit 
applications and variations and licensing 
applications. This includes the provision of 
evidence at public inquiries.

DANIEL CLARE 
BSc (Hons), MIOA, 
MIEnvSc

Mark is an Associate Director at RSK Acoustics. 
Within the acoustics industry, he has acted as 
technical noise and vibration lead for a large 
number of residential schemes (planning and 
EIA), transportation (modifications to the strategic 
road network) and industrial developments 
that have involved extensive technical support, 
public consultation, stakeholder management 

and the provision of expert witness services on 
behalf of the promoter at Planning Inspectorate 
examinations and planning appeals.

Mark is focused on delivering high-quality and 
effective solutions for all aspects of noise and 
vibration assessment, for which he utilises his 
broad knowledge of acoustics-related guidance 
and legislation.

MARK UNDERHILL 
BSc (Hons),  MIOA
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Srinivas is a Director and Air Quality Team Leader 
at RSK with many years of experience of providing 
environmental consultancy support for planning 
applications in the industrial, commercial, retail, 
transport and property sectors. He has given 
oral and written expert witness evidence on air 
quality subjects in support of various large-scale 
development proposals. Srinivas’s specialist skills 
lie in designing and implementing air pollution 
and dust monitoring surveys, and advanced air 
dispersion modelling to identify impacts from road 
traffic and industrial emission sources to inform 
EIAs. He has managed numerous air quality, dust 
and odour impact assessment projects to support 
planning and environmental permit applications 
in the UK and abroad and provided evidence for 
a renewable energy scheme, which was granted 
planning approval following a public inquiry.

Srinivas’s UK expert witness experience includes
 ■ a public inquiry supporting a planning 

application by Sunrise Renewables. Planning 
permission was subsequently given.

 ■ preparing evidence in support of a permit 
application submitted to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, Republic of Ireland, by Shell 
Ireland for the Bellanaboy Bridge gas terminal. A 
permit was issued following the public inquiry. 

 ■ technically reviewing the evidence presented 
in support of the application for a DCO for 
Hinckley C grid connection project by National 
Grid. The DCO was granted.

 ■ preparing evidence for Michael Shanly Homes 
in support of the planning application for 
the Blackamoor Lane remediation project, 
Maidenhead, UK. The development was granted 
planning permission.

SRINIVAS SRIMATH  
BEng, MEng, PhD, CSci, 
CEnv, MIEnvSc, MIAQM, 
PIEMA

AIR QUALITY

Rob is an Environmental Consultant and specialises in 
EIAs and air quality assessments. He has acted as expert 
witness at planning appeals for developer clients and 
has been involved in coordinating the appeal process. 
Rob also has courtroom experience through dealing with 
courts, tribunals and planning inquiries.

ROB EDWARDS  
BSc, MSc, MIEMA
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AIR QUALITY

STEVE PEIRSON  
BSc (Hons), CEng, CEnv, 
MIAgrE 

WILLIAM FRANKLIN 
BSc, MSc, MRSC, MIEnvSc, 
MIAQM 

William is a Principal Environmental Scientist with 
wide experience as a project manager for air 
quality assessment, consultancy and monitoring 
projects in the UK and internationally, including 
EIAs, construction impacts management for 
nationally significant infrastructure projects and 
supporting and appearing at public inquiries. He 
successfully prepared and presented written and 
oral evidence to the public inquiry for a major 
electricity infrastructure project and gave advice 
under privilege relating to dust impacts from the 
demolition of a landmark London, UK, building. 

His expert witness experience includes
 ■ air quality assessments for an EIA and expert 

witness services at a public inquiry for the 
nationally significant grid connection to the 
proposed Hinckley Point C power station, 
instructed by The Environment Partnership. In 

consultation with counsel, William subsequently 
successfully prepared and gave evidence to the 
Planning Inspectorate at the public inquiry as 
witness for National Grid for dust and air quality. 

 ■ reviewing fugitive dust control at the Earls Court, 
UK, demolition project, instructed by Pinsent 
Masons in response to complaints alleging dust 
deposition at nearby residential properties leading 
to the potential for a legal challenge. William 
also made recommendations and reviewed and 
commented on laboratory analysis of dust samples 
collected by a third party. 

 ■ representing the Wallace Way planning appeal, 
as instructed by Metal and Waste Recycling Ltd. 
William project managed and assisted in preparing 
written evidence relating to the fugitive emissions 
aspects of a successful land use planning inquiry. 

Steve is a leading, nationally recognised odour 
expert with extensive specialised experience in 
odours across a wide range of industry sectors. He 
has provided expert witness evidence in numerous 
private and statutory nuisance cases involving 
sewage treatment works, slaughterhouses, intensive 
livestock units and other industries and processes. 

Examples of statutory nuisance cases in which Steve 
has been involved include acting for the London 
boroughs of Bexley and Hounslow in the defence of 
abatement notices served on two of the UK’s largest 
sewage treatment works. He has also acted for the 
appellants in numerous statutory nuisance cases, 
including Express Contract Drying (spray drying of 
flavouring), Anglian Fallen Stock (knacker’s yard) and 
Oakridge Farms in St Albans (land applications of 
digestate). Steve has provided expert evidence in 
several civil nuisance cases and group actions. He 
has also assisted in negotiated settlements for high-
profile group action claims. 

As well as nuisance work, Steve provides 
specialised consultancy and expert witness 
services in planning and permitting, where he 
has delivered odour assessments to support and 
oppose planning and permitting applications 
for a wide range of installations and plants. His 
case work has included sewage treatment works, 
residential developments near sewage works, 
anaerobic digestion plants, biomass installations, 
in-vessel composting sites, sludge incineration 
and energy from waste plants, intensive livestock 
farms, poultry and food processing factories and 
pet food plants. His planning experience includes 
large wastewater treatment works, waste plants 
and intensive livestock units. He successfully 
acted for Abbey Homes in the Stanton planning 
appeal, where Anglian Water attempted to resist 
residential development near a sewage works on 
the basis of odours. Steve has had a very high rate 
of success in the planning appeal cases in which he 
has been involved. 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT AND COMPLIANCE

Warren, a Director at RSK, has extensive 
experience of providing detailed regulatory 
support on environmental, health and safety 
matters for clients across a broad range of 
sectors. He has a wealth of experience in waste 
management for various industry sectors: 
providing advice on the definition of waste and 
associated environmental permitting/waste 
management licensing issues, and producing 
post-conviction plans.

Warren’s specific expert witness experience 
includes a detailed environmental and waste 
compliance audit of four operational waste 
processing sites as part of a Crown Court 

prosecution. The aim was to provide expert 
witness support to the defence team in advance 
of a Crown Court hearing on matters arising 
from Environment Agency evidence of potential 
illegal storage, processing, handling, transport 
and disposal of wastes. His work included 
assessing non-hazardous and hazardous wastes, 
application of the WRAP Quality Protocol, 
environmental permitting and exemption issues, 
asbestos waste management, mobile plant use 
for crushing and screening, and assessing the 
compliance status and the challenge to the case 
file. Warren and his team were also interviewed 
by the two defending barristers on the case.

WARREN PERCIVAL 
BSc, PEA, CEnv, FIEMA

Phil is an experienced Chartered Agricultural Engineer 
for food and organic production, waste management and 
energy. He undertakes evaluations of engineering systems for 
production, post-harvest treatments, storage and recycling. 
Phil has courtroom experience through dealing with courts, 
tribunals and planning inquiries.

PHIL METCALFE  
BSc (Hons), MSc, MIAgrE, 
CEng, CEnv, FACTS

ANDREW SOWERBY 
BSc (Hons), MCIWM

Andrew is a Senior Waste Management 
Consultant who works to ensure compliance 
with relevant legislation and supports clients in 
achieving their environmental targets. He is an 
experienced waste regulator and creates and 
undertakes compliance audits to ensure waste 
businesses are working effectively to relevant 
legislation. He provides technical advice 
and guidance to clients on waste legislation 
and best practice in line with nominated 
environmental permits.

Andrew has extensive experience of 
investigating and preparing case files for 
offences related to sites permitted under the 
environmental permitting regulations and 
illegal waste sites, so is uniquely placed to 
provide advice and guidance. He has prepared 
statements for courts as investigating officer, 
witness and expert, which has included 
providing evidence in both district and crown 
courts. Andrew also has experience of post-
conviction plans, judicial reviews and appeals. 
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RSK’S EXPERT WITNESSES ARE PRIMARILY TECHNICAL SPECIALISTS 
INVOLVED IN THE DAILY WORK OF THEIR SPECIFIC DISCIPLINES, FOCUSING 
ON PRACTICAL ISSUES AND APPLYING AN IN-DEPTH UNDERSTANDING  
OF MODERN TECHNIQUES, CURRENT POLICIES AND BEST PRACTICES –  
WE FEEL THIS ADDS MORE VALUE TO OUR PROPOSITION.
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OUR SERVICES ARE BASED ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES (CPR 35) AND CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE RULES, AND ALL OUR SENIOR EXPERTS 
HAVE EXPERIENCE OF PROVIDING EXPERT REPORTS, 
PARTICIPATING IN EXPERTS’ MEETINGS AND 
ULTIMATELY, GIVING ORAL EVIDENCE IN COURT OR 
DURING ARBITRATION, INQUIRIES AND INCREASINGLY, 
MEDIATION.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

RSK · Spring Lodge · 172 Chester Road · Helsby WA6 0AR · UK
Tel: +44 (0)1928 726006 · Contact: Warren Percival · Email: wpercival@rsk.co.uk

www.rskgroup.com
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Stephenson Halliday, Structural Soils, Up & Under and Waldrams are fully owned subsidiaries of RSK Group Ltd.


