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WHAT WE DO
RSK Habitat Management provides you with practical ecological 
solutions to create a legacy for wildlife and stakeholders and help 
deliver Biodiversity Net Gain. We specialise in habitat creation, 
management and ecological mitigation services, that benefit our 
clients and increase biodiversity. We work efficiently to ensure your 
project is delivered safely, on time and to budget.

Our extensive experience on major infrastructure and conservation 
projects combined with our construction contract management 
knowledge enables us to provide you with pragmatic, innovative 
and low-carbon solutions.

From vegetation clearance to landscape-scale habitat restoration, 
our in-house team of specialist ecological contractors provides 
pragmatic and effective solutions using our dedicated fleet of 
specialist plant and equipment.

As part of the RSK group, we can offer you bespoke turnkey 
solutions. Our experience of leading and working collaboratively 
with multidisciplinary teams helps to reduce project risks and solve 
your problems.



  First and foremost, we are problem solvers. 
As a team and as a business, we thrive on 
overcoming your challenges by providing 
pragmatic solutions that meet your 
expectations and requirements. 

  Our depth of experience in working with 
a wide range of habitats, with protected 
species and in different client sectors enables 
us to solve complex ecological problems in 
heavily regulated work environments.

WHY RSK HABITAT 
MANAGEMENT?

  You are securing the multidisciplinary 
consultancy and contracting expertise of 
RSK as a single delivery partner. We can 
provide turnkey solutions to your problems 
and provide a single point of contact, 
helping you to save time and money.

  We are deeply committed to the safety of our operatives, 
clients and stakeholders and we adhere to the highest 
health and safety standards. We hold accreditation with the 
Contractors Health and Safety Assessment Scheme (CHAS), 
the Safety Management Advisory Service (SMAS), Achilles 
Utilities Vendor Database (UVDB), the Railway Industry 
Supplier Qualification Scheme (RISQS), Constructionline 
and ISO 9001 and 14001. We have an exemplary safety 
and environmental record with zero Reporting of Injuries, 
Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR) 
or environmental incidents.

  Using our bespoke, low-ground-pressure equipment we are 
able to work safely in the most ecologically sensitive habitats, 
including in sites of special scientific interest (SSSI) and special 
areas of conservation (SAC). All our equipment is supplied with 
specialist attachments, including tree shears, mulchers, flail 
collectors and cultivation equipment with remote control options.



WE WORK IN REGULATED MARKET SECTORS THAT HAVE 
SIGNIFICANT HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
REQUIREMENTS, AND SECTORS WHERE DELIVERY, SAFETY 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE ARE KEY DRIVERS.

  Habitat creation, enhancement and restoration: designing, 
creating and restoring peatland, moorland, woodland, 
species-rich grassland, heathland and upland habitats for all 
European protected species

  Aquatic habitat creation: creating ponds, wader scrapes and 
in-channel river enhancements

  Complex project management: producing feasibility studies, 
method statements and designs

  Soft landscaping: providing soil preparation, cultivation, 
seeding, planting and maintenance services for habitat 
creation and all associated disciplines, such as ecology, 
ground investigations and remediation for complex 
infrastructure projects

  Habitat translocation: translocating grass, trees and 
woodland

  Ecological mitigation and wildlife fencing: building protection 
for newts, reptiles, badgers, otters and water voles

  Invasive species management: surveying, reporting and 
implementing on-site control measures

  Habitat management and maintenance: managing and 
maintaining habitats to meet client requirements

  Mechanical tree and vegetation clearance: safely and 
efficiently clearing vegetation using tree shears, mulchers and 
grapple saws

  Agricultural fencing and rights of way: installing stock 
fencing, post-and-rail fencing, field gates and bridle gates

AT-A-GLANCE SERVICE LISTING

Our comprehensive range of ecological mitigation solutions
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OUR PHILOSOPHY IS BASED ON QUALITY, INNOVATION, 
SUSTAINABILITY, EFFICIENCY AND COLLABORATION.



The River Par Flood Alleviation Scheme is part of the St Austell Bay Resilient Regeneration project in Cornwall. 
It aims to reduce the flood risk to more than 800 homes and businesses in the area.

The scheme’s programme posed significant constraints, including footpath access and the imminence of the 
fish-spawning season. The gas pipeline at Ponts Mill had to be safeguarded from the risk posed by an eroding 
scour pool. We completed the work on schedule by using innovative solutions and by operating the two sites 
concurrently with more than 10 ecological specialists.

RSK Habitat Management, using products by Salix, an RSK Group company:

  mobilised within one week and completed in-channel work within eight weeks

  transported materials and equipment by hand and by boat, including 1100 chestnut posts for the Treesmill 
site

  installed silt-protection measures such as bubble curtains and managed and monitored oxygen levels on the 
Ponts Mill site

  stabilised riverbanks, facilitated site work and improved access points

  repaired and infilled scour pools at Ponts Mill with rock rolls

  installed 200 chestnut posts and brushwood faggots before backfilling and capping with pre-planted coir rolls 
for a naturally engineered solution

  installed river erosion protection at Treesmill

  completed ecological clerk of works duties and conducted bat-constraints surveys for tree removal

  hinged trees along the riverbank to provide natural erosion and flood control.

We completed all the in-channel work before the spawning season and in advance of the winter floods. The use 
of Salix’s innovative rock rolls meant erosion of the scour pools was quickly stopped, which safeguarded the gas 
pipeline.

OUR PROJECTS
RIVER PAR FLOOD 
ALLEVIATION SCHEME

Nick Williams, Project Manager, Kier Infrastructure, Regional Civil Engineers

“
”

THE RECOVERY WORK PROJECT HAD ITS CHALLENGES, AND WITHOUT THE RSK 

HABITAT MANAGEMENT TEAM’S SMALL BUT VITAL ROLE, IT WOULDN’T HAVE GONE 

AS SMOOTHLY AS IT DID. THE TEAM’S QUICK RESPONSE ENABLED US TO DELIVER 

THE PROGRAMME.



OUR PROJECTS
THE HINKLEY POINT C 
CONNECTION PROJECT

J. Murphy & Sons installed 10.7 km of underground 132-kV cable between Nailsea and Portishead for National 
Grid as part of the Hinkley Point C Connection scheme. The project was a significant investment in the region’s 
electricity network and connected new sources of low-carbon energy to homes and businesses.

RSK Habitat Management took charge of ensuring that all the ecological constraints were removed and discharged 
within a single ecological season, thus preventing costly delays. Specifically, its multidisciplinary teams

  supplied, installed and maintained up to 4440 m of semi-permanent amphibian fencing, 1335 m of temporary 
amphibian fencing and 440 pitfall traps

  completed destructive search work on great crested newt habitats that involved removing all the hedgerows 
and stumps, bank reprofiling and searching small, discrete areas of grassland

  completed reptile mitigation work, for example, the habitat manipulation of 18 ha of vegetation

  supplied and installed three pole-mounted and two tree-mounted barn owl boxes

  temporarily closed 18 individual badger setts with 37 sett entrances then supplied and installed 740 m2 of 
badger-proof mesh

  completed vegetation clearance, including the felling of 12 mature trees and the clearance and processing of 
200 m of hedgerow to facilitate the construction of a new bell mouth and site access.

Owing to a landowner agreement, we had to secure site access. We worked with the client’s agricultural 
land agent to guarantee access to the land, thereby avoiding delays. We also helped the client to overcome 
significant budget issues by proposing value-engineering options that identified the most efficient methods of 
delivering work within the client’s budget.

As there were multiple species on the site, we worked closely with RSK Biocensus to ensure compliance with 
ecological constraints and to complete our work within a single ecological season, thereby preventing costly delays. 



The Perry Barr and Witton flood risk management scheme will help protect 1400 properties that 
are at risk from flooding from the River Tame in Birmingham.

The flood storage area, which will be the largest in the UK, is designed to hold 1.7 million m3 
of water and thus protect 1400 homes and businesses. In close partnership with Jackson Civil 
Engineering, we delivered the reinstatement work.

RSK Habitat Management, working with Salix:

  designed and implemented a soil-improvement approach

  prepared and hydroseeded 48,158 m2 of embankment

  installed 28,850 m2 of Salix Vmax C350 for erosion control.

Originally, the client intended to import 7200 m3 of clean topsoil as the existing soil was of such 
poor quality. Following client discussions, and using our soil expertise, we proposed an alternative 
solution to improve the on-site soil quality: four passes of the site material using a harrow, a stone 
picker, a 40 mm grid, a stone burier and a Cambridge roller. Our solution produced very significant 
cost savings and reduced carbon emissions, and was approved by the Environment Agency.

OUR PROJECTS
THE PERRY BARR AND 
WITTON FLOOD RISK 
MANAGEMENT SCHEME

Paul Charnley, Project Manager, Jackson Civil Engineering

“

”

RSK HABITAT MANAGEMENT AND SALIX HELPED TO PROVIDE US WITH A 

BESPOKE SOFT-ENGINEERING APPROACH TO OUR FLOOD EMBANKMENTS 

AT PERRY BARR. BECAUSE OF THEIR TECHNICAL ADVICE, WE WERE ABLE TO 

REUSE THE EXISTING TOPSOIL ON SITE, LEADING TO SIGNIFICANT COST 

AND CARBON SAVINGS FROM THE ORIGINAL SCHEME DESIGN. WE LOOK 

FORWARD TO WORKING WITH THEM ON FUTURE PROJECTS.



Network Rail’s East–West Rail scheme will re-establish a rail link between Cambridge and Oxford to 
improve connections between East Anglia and central, southern and western England. RSK Habitat 
Management worked across 20 sites on phase 2, which involved reinstating the Oxford–Bicester 
line and establishing links to HS2.

RSK Habitat Management, collaborating with the RSK ADAS ecology team, ensured that the 
trapping and translocation schemes were completed in a single season by

  installing the fencing ahead of programme

  installing permanent fencing (13.7 km, 5000 posts)

  installing 1000 refugia (reptile traps)

  installing 1223 pitfall traps (buckets)

  carrying out de-vegetation of sections of the fence line.

We saved the client time by completing the project ahead of schedule with our quick mobilisation 
of on-site teams. Our cautious but adept programme of services reassured the client that we could 
complete the project on time. We remained one step ahead and adapted to unforeseen changes 
from other disciplines and subcontractors.

OUR PROJECTS
THE EAST–WEST RAIL LINE



To help reduce the visual impact of overhead electricity lines in the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
National Grid contracted Morgan Sindall Infrastructure to underground the existing overhead cables. 

RSK Habitat Management was appointed to carry out various multispecies mitigation measures, landscape 

management and maintenance activities. The original remit included

  removing and reinstating up to 789 m of hedgerows as part of the dormouse mitigation work 

  installing more than 7800 m2 of badger netting and one-way metal badger gates to exclude badgers from the 
main cable route easement 

  clearing and processing more than 650 m of hedgerows, hedgerow trees and associated stumps to facilitate 
site access work 

  constructing a large hibernaculum for adders and undertaking habitat displacement work on 2400 m2 of 
sensitive grassland on a steep embankment 

  cutting grass and clearing 400,000 m2 of crops on cable easements to help control grass and weed growth 

  implementing herbicide treatment programmes and cultivating and seeding 250,000 m2 of the cable 
easement and associated bunds to prevent soil erosion and as part of the site-wide reinstatement work.

Owing to the presence of large uncompacted bunds on site, we used a remote-controlled RC56 to carry out the 
soil management and maintenance work safely and efficiently. We minimised disruption to nearby villages by 
carefully planning the transport of equipment and by working out of the client’s compound.

Throughout the work, we provided a fast, responsive service to our client, for example, by carrying out requests 
for removing trees at a few hours’ notice, thereby saving time and money.

DORSET VISUAL IMPACT 
PROVISION PROJECT

OUR PROJECTS

Adrian Bolt, Morgan Sindall Senior Project Engineer

THE RSK ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, ECOLOGY AND HABITAT 

MANAGEMENT TEAMS HAVE PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE 

SUCCESSFUL DELIVERY OF THE SCHEME TO DATE. THEIR ABILITY IN 

PROVIDING PRAGMATIC APPROACHES AND SOLUTIONS IN A TIMELY 

MANNER HAS PROVEN TO BE INVALUABLE.

“
”



For further information, visit us at www.rskgroup.com or contact:

Paul Bottomore: paul.bottomore@adas.co.uk  Tel: +44 (0)2476 505600
Kat Evans: kevans@rsk.co.uk
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